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Whether this fence stays or goes is up to the dty zoning appeals board. 
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News-Post Staff 

Roy Meachum moved from a historic 
district townhouse on Fourth Street to a 
large, century-old house uptown early 
this year, thinking the zoning covenants 
and restrictions of city life were behind 
him. They weren’t 

As Sharon Meachum painstakingly 
renovated the home her husband called 
“a century-old farmhouse,” the Fred- 
erick community received periodic 
updates on the Meachums’ progress 
through Mr. Meachum’s bi-weekly 
column In the Frederick News-Post. 

In the fall, the Meachums decided to 
erect a picket fence in the front yard of 
their house at the comer of Ninth and 
Market streets. The fence extended 
about 60 feet along the Ninth Street side 
of the property and approximately 20 
feet across its Market Street frontage. 

Apparently, Mr. Meachum didn’t 
check the fence regulations in the city's 
zoning ordinances, and a warning from 
an alderman at the In the Street Fes- 
tival was followed by a notice to appear 
at the city’s monthly board of zoning 
appeals meeting Tuesday night. 

And that was where Mr. Meachum 
was formally informed he had erred. 

Mr. Meachum, who arrived at the 
hearing an hour late, promptly called 
the uniform code “Draconian,” and 
asked the Frederick Board of Zoning 
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f grounds that the fence enhanced the 
historical worth of his home. 

Mr. Meachum’s explanation was cut 
short when zoning board chairman E. 
Robert Bowlus asked the columnist on 
what grounds would the board be justi- 
f fied in granting him an exception, 
I “when you know the ordinance.” 

City zoning ordinance 10.06 (1), 
states, “In any R or DR district a fence, 
wall or hedge may be constructed only 
in any side or rear yard, not a front or 
street side yard . . .” 

Mr. Meachum appeared visibly upset 
by Mr. Bowlus’ question, and he raised 

I his voice when he said, “You’d have a 
hell of a problem trying to enforce the 
uniform code across the city. I see 
violations everywhere.” 

“It fits in nicely with the period of the 
I house,” Mr. Meachum continued, “and 
1 I thought the city was concerned with 



asks for variance 



J preserving the historic nature of Fred- 
erick.” 

Mr. Meachum then launched into a 
brief historical account of the home, the 
restoration of which had been described 
in great lenght to readers of the News- 
Post, prompting replies to the paper of 
both praise and disdain for the topic 
matter. 

“We believe the house is the oldest 
from Rose Hill to the historic district, 
and the neighborhood grew up around 
the farm,” Mr. Meachum said. “The 
hedge next to the fence once ran beside a 
lane used by wagons getting feed from 
the barn behind the house.” 

“We have had innumerable 
complimentsvon the fence,” he said. 

But Mr. Meachum was cut short 
I again by Mr. Bowlus, who said, “Mr. 
J Meachum, the law is very clear.” 

Mr. Meachum 's voice rose, causing 
the microphone at city hall to rever- 
berate. “That’s feedback. . .It occurs 



when the volume is turned up too high,” 
Mr. Meachum said angrily. 

Mr. Meachum also looked upset when 
he told the board about “erroneous 
accounts” that he tried to cover-up the 
construction of his illegally-constructed 
fence. 

“Let me correct a whim and mystery 
that the fence didn’t appear overnight,” 
Mr. Meachum said. “I’ve mentioned it 
several times in my column. 

* “And while my column may not be 
read by everyone in Frederick County, I 
have strong reason to believe its read- 
ership in City Hall is rather extensive 
... I wasn't trying to hide the fact.” 

“If anything, I have to live my life 
somewhat out of a goldfish bowl because 
of my chiding local politicians,” he said. 

The board told Mr. Meachum they 
would “take his request under 
advisement,” and make a determina- 
tion on the matter at their January 
meeting. 



